
A f t e r  r e a d i n g  i n  t h e  n e t s p a p e r  a b o u t  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  a s s a u l t s

a n d  h a r a s s m e n t s  f i l e d  a g a i n s L  M e e k e r  C o u n t y  C o m r i s e i o n e r s ,  I

Unders tand  $hy  Sherbu rne  Coun ty  cou ld  no t  go  fo r r ra .d  w i th  poss ib le

cha rges .  They  d id  no t  have  enough  ev idence  as  they  d id  no t  have

the r,uhole story.
I t  appears  the  wr igh t  coun ty  i nves t i ga l :o rs  on l y  i n te rv iewed

the  c r im ina l s  and  no  Wr igh t  coun ty  i nvesb iga to r  came to  i n te rv iew
thc  v i c t im€ ,  no r  t he  res iden ts  o r  t he  n id rse  who  l t i t nessed  t -he

i n c i d e n t .

H o w  d i d  t h i s  a L 1  s t a r t ?  W e  r e s i d e n t s  a t l e n d e d  a  H R A  b o a r : d

mee t ing  on  Oc t .  5 ,  2009 .  The re  vas  ta l k  o f  a  changeover  wh ich  the

board  members  p lanned  to  do  two  apa r tmenLs  a t  a  t i ne .  Dur ing  the

mee t inq  one  o f  t he  boa rd  members  gave  a  po r t f o l i o  t o  ou r  execu t i ve
d i r e c t o r  w h i c h  c o n t a i n e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o n  g e t t i n g  r e a d y  f o r  t h e
c h a n g e o v e r  f r o m  a f f o r d a b l e  h o u s i n g  t o  a s s i s t e d  1 i v i n 9 .

w e  r € s i d e n i s  g o t  t o g e t h e r  a n d  d e c i d e d  t o  k t r i t e  l e t t e r s  i o

t h e  e c i t o r  o f  o u r  l o c a 1  p a p e r .  T h r e e  w e r e  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  o c t . 1 2 ,

2 0 0 9  e d i t i o n  o f  L h e  E n t e r . p r i s e  D i s p a t c h .

L a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o n  F r i d a y ,  O c t .  r 6 , 2 O 0 9 ,  W i l d e  a n d  s t r : a n d

appeared  a t  ou r  apa r tmenb  bu i l d ing  f i h i i n - : f hc t . i i f l d i r : t h i - i  o f , f i ce  wou ld

be  c losed .  ThaV hnoc l<ed  on  ou r  doo rs  and  to td  they  wer .e  conce rned

abou t  ou r  we l fa r :e  and  tha t  t hey  had  no  i n ten t i on  o f  a  changeover  and

h a d  n o t  e v e n  t a l k e d  a b o u t  i t . T b e y  a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  o u r  l e t t e r  l i r i t i n g .

o n  t h e i r  t o u r  o f  a p a r t m e n t s ,  W i l d e  a n d  s t r a n d  p r e s s u r e d  o n e  o f

t h e  r e s i d e n t s  w i t h  t . h e i r  q u e s t i o n s  a n d  r e m a r k s  u n t i l  6 h e  w a s  i n  t e a r s

AL  one  o f  Lbe  apa r tmen ts ,  w i l de  admi t t  ed  they  wou ld  change  apa r l rmen ts

j u s t  t r i r o  a t  a  t i m e .

when  t -hoy  were  abouL  to  l eave  Wi lde  spo lLed  th i s  t a11  qen t l enan

1 , rho  bad  i r r i t t en  a  1e t l e r  headed  to r , t a rd  l r he  commun i t y  room fo r  co f fee

t i ne .  w i l de  became ve ry  ang ry  and  app roached  h im  f ron  beh ind  and

g r i a b b e d  h i s  s h o u l d e !  a n d  t w i s t e d  i t  s o  } l e  f a c e d  h e r ,  a n d  s d i d ,

/ l Y o u  1 i a r ,  r e p e a t e d l y /  l l i t h  h e r  v o i c e  g e t t i n g  l o u d e r  a n d  t h e  g e n t l e -

m a n r s  p a i n  i n  h i s  s h o u l d e r  g e t t i n g  m o r e  e x c r u c i a t i n g  u i t h  e a c h

q u o t a  t i o n  a n d  h e r  g r i P .
t a b l e

A - c r i p p l e d  l a d y  s i t t i n g  a L  a  p u z T l e A c l o s e  b y

h im a lons :  She  dec ided  to  l eave  fo r  a  sa fe r  p lace

o f  h e r  w a l k e r  w e n t  s c u r r y i n g  d o w n  L h e  h a l 1 .  W i l d e
and  g rabbed  he r  shou lde r .  t ha t  had  had  recen t  su r j

o t h e r  a r m  $ h i c h  h a d  v e r y  r e c e n L l y  l ' a d  s u r j u r y  o n

c a u s i n q  D a i n .  S h e  v e n t  t o  s e e  b e r  d o c t o r .

wha t  abou t  Lhe  man  whose  shou lde r  she  tw is t cd?  He  i s  l ega .L l y

b l i nd  i n  one  eye  and  does  no t  see  ve ry  we l l  w i t }  l he  o the r  one  and

i s  d l a b e t i c .  A f t e r  t h i s  L r a u m a t i c  e x p e l i e n c e .  h i s  b l o o d  s u g a r

1 e v e 1  e s c a l a t e d  t o  a  d a n g e r o u s  1 e v e 1 ,  h i g h  e n o u g h  f o L  h l m  t o  s l i p

t  o l d  w l  l d e ,  L e a v e

a n d  v l t h  t h e  h  e 1 p

! r r v  r n A  h , r e h 6 d  h a r

h 6 r  - r i  h h l 6 / !  h : n d  -



i n t . o  a  d iabe t . i c  coma.  He  kne i r  he  had  to  exe rc i se ,  so  he  wa lked

twen ty  t imes  f rom one  end  o f  t he  bu i l d ing  to  the  o the r  t ha t  day .
A n d  h e  h a s  b e e n  u n a b . I e  t o  s l e e p  o n  t h e  s i d e  o f  h i s  i n j u r e d  s l o u l d e r

There  i , r e re  seve ra l  res iden ts  and  a  nu rse  w tJo  cane  to  see  a  c l i en t
who  r \ ' i t nessed  the  f i asco .  When  Lhe  nu rse  checked  }e r  c l i en t ' s
b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  a t  b i s  a p a r t n e n t ,  i t  h a d  r i s e n  t o  a  d a n g e r o u s l y  h i g h
1eve f .  She  wa6  abou t  t o  ca l l  911  r rhen  the  p tessu re  sLa reed- j t o  recede ,

On  Oc t .  19 ,  20097  l ^ I i l de  and  S t rand  ba rged  i n  on  ou r  e recu t i ve

d i rec to r  and  he r  ass i s tan t .  \ r ho  were  vo rk ing  i n  t he  o f f i ce .  They
Cr i t i c i zed  and  ha rassed  them fo r  seve ra l  hou rs .  I  vas  asked  to  come
t o  t h e  o f f i c e  t o  v e r i f y  i f  I  h a d  w r i t t e n  n y  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  p a p e r .  S o
I  ! i i t n e s s e d  a l l  o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .

T h e  n e w s p a p e r  s t o r y  s a i d  i t  v a s  a  c o m p l e t e  i n v e s f i g a L i o n .
Ho ldeve r ,  0u r  peop le  who  ve re  assau l ted  and  ha rassed  re re  den ied  l rhe
the  r i gh t  i : o  s ta te  the i r  s i de  o f  t he  6 to ry .  Why  d id  we  lose  ou r
r i gh ts  i n  ou r  democra t i c  f o rn  o f  gove rnmen t?  A re  no t  a l l  o t  ou r :

c i t i z e n s  d e s e r v i n g  o f  p r o t e c t l o n ?  H o w  c o u l d  a n y o n e  a s s a u l t  6 u c h
vu lne rab le  human  be ing6  a r l d  then  say  i t  d id  no t  happen?

J u s t i c e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  s e r v e d .  T h e  g u i l t y  p a r t i e 6  s e e m  t o  h a v e
d e c l d e d  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t . h i s  6 i t u a t i o n .

We re6 iden ts  do  nob  l nven t  E to r l es  tha t ,  a re  un founded  no r  do
ve  ca r ry  g rudges  aga lnsL  any  e lec t .ed  o f f l c i a l s  bu t  we  do  respond

l , rhen  i nc iden ts  th rea ten  ou r  secu r i t y  and  ou r  r i gh t6  to  a  peace fu l

ex i  s tence  .


